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WELCOME
FILM FANS & FILMMAKERS!
As Co-Chair of the 28th
Arizona International
Film Festival, it is with
enormous pleasure that I
welcome you to Tucson.
For 28 years, the Arizona
International Film Festival
has screened over 2,800
films representing 95
countries. This Festival
has succeeded in creating
a global community of artists that create works of art
that help us better understand the world we live in.

Welcome all festival
attendees, filmmakers
and film lovers alike. We
are excited to have you
join us here in the heart
of downtown, the cultural
epicenter of Tucson.
It is an honor to be a
part of the Arizona
International Film Festival
and we are proud to be
hosting the Official Opening Reception as part of
our Centennial Celebration of the Historic Hotel
Congress.

As a human rights activist and theatre artist, I am
proud that our Festival theme, “Words Matter, Indie
Films Matter,” will present exciting and challenging
subject matter, many of the films dealing with the
issues of human rights.
The power of independent film is that artists take
risks helping audiences imagine the human condition.
Independent film often in itself becomes a political
act, evoking audiences to experience empathy, to
examine their own privileges and to become aware
of human rights conditions. Independent film allows
us to experience dimensions that defy economical,
political and geographical boundaries.

Hotel Congress, The Screening Room and the AIFF
have collaborated, conspired and most importantly—
persisted—through good times and bad, for many
years consistently bringing a high level of great art
to our community. Now, as downtown flourishes,
both entities continue to lead the charge. This year’s
festival theme “Words Matter, Indie Films Matter” is
especially noteworthy—allowing the festival to flex
its creative muscle as many of the film screenings
will be enhanced by poetry, music and spoken word
performances between audiences and filmmakers. I
can guarantee you a superb film going experience.

Thank you to all who have played a part in this
festival.

Explore and enjoy, you will undoubtedly find
something special!
Cheers,

Alba Jaramillo, J.D.

David Slutes
Entertainment Director
Hotel Congress

Chair, Teatro Dignidad
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FESTIVAL TEAM
Festival Director

Editorial Consultant

Giulio Scalinger

Cass Fey

Director of Operations

Selection Committee
Patty Brueggerman, Anne
Dalton, Cass Fey, Mary
Gresham, Douglas Harms,
Sonia Harms, Claudia
Jespersen, Jean Jessup,
Andrew Marco, John Mason,
Giulio Scalinger, TJ Steib

Claudia Jespersen
Marketing & Development Director
Mia Schnaible
Art Director & Designer
Colleen Loomis
Technical Director
David Pike
Festival-in-the-Schools Coordinator

T.J. Steib

Social Media
Rocelle Aragon

Website Designer
Steve Godwin
Festival-in-the-Schools Consultant
Ruben Reyes
Technical Consultant
Sam Polito

Exhibition Staff
Stacey Cochran, Dede Du
Plessis, Pat Engle, Lourdes
Medrano, Courtney Moy,
Mamdooh Salih

AzMAC Board
Giulio Scalinger (President)
Caren Deming (Emeritus)
Claudia Jespersen
Alba Nora Martinez
John Mason
Lea Ward

Hotel Tucson
475 North Granada

Home of the Arizona
International Film Festival

The official hotel of the
Arizona International
Film Festival.

127 East Congress
Downtown Tucson

Hotel Congress
311 East Congress
Elliott’s on Congress
135 East Congress

STOP
HERE FOR
FESTIVAL
EVENTS

scrtucson.com

HighWire Lounge
14 South Arizona Avenue

The Loft Cinema

The Independent Distillery
30 South Arizona Avenue

3233 East Speedway Blvd
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Johnny Gibson’s
Downtown Market
11 South 6th Avenue

The Screening Room

123456

123456

Festival Pass &
Ticket Information

Wednesday, April 10

You can purchase one of the following passes
or opt for single admission tickets
to any Festival screening or special event.

All Access Pass $100

Entitles holder to priority seating to all
screenings and special events.
Present your pass at the door for admission.

Saver Pass $25

Attend any five screenings of your choice.
Present your pass at the door for admission.
Your Saver Pass can only be used by one
person per screening.

Single Tickets

$8 single admission for ALL screenings
$6 single admission for seniors, military and
students (with ID)
Free admission to community screenings and
film panels

Advance single tickets can be purchased
online at www.eventbrite.com or at The
Screening Room box-office one hour before
each screening.
ALL screenings are at the newly renovated
Screening Room, located at 127 East Congress
in downtown Tucson.

filmfestivalarizona.com

OPENING NIGHT FILM

7:30pm
Guest Artist
Timothy Busfield, USA, 2019, 75 min
Aging, alcoholic, Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright,
Joseph Harris (Jeff Daniels), has not written a play
in twenty years. Harris is commissioned to write a
play for a small-town theatre company and, upon
his arrival at the local train station, he is met by an
eager to please apprentice, Kenneth Waters (Thomas
Macias), who desperately tries to keep his ginswigging hero from leaving. Together they explore
the tangled relationship between the dreams of
youth and the wisdom of age.
preceded by

The Bird & the Whale
Carol Freeman, Ireland, 2018, 7 min
A young whale explores a shipwreck where he finds
the sole survivor, a caged songbird.

3

Specials

MONDAY
• Keep ALL movie rentals
for 3 DAYS
• 20% OFF DVD/Game purchases
• FREE BALCONY RENTAL
with another paid rental
TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY
• 2 for 1 movie rentals

THURSDAY & SUNDAY
• 1 FREE Family
Rental & Weekly
Rentals
FRIDAY & SATURDAY
• 2 for 1 movie rentals
with a Beer or Coffee
Growler/Crowler ﬁll

LOCAL FOOD AVAILABLE from

20

100’s

of BOTTLE & CAN BEERS

pizza

Coffee &Tea

NITRO COLD
BREW COFFEE
~ on tap ~

For a complete listing of ALL our Specials/Events & Whats On Tap
VISIT CASAVIDEO.COM or CASAFILMBAR.COM or JOIN US ON FACEBOOK

2905 E SPEEDWAY BLVD • 520.326.6314

Join the fun!
Arizona International Film Festival
Preview Night at Casa Film Bar!
See clips! Trivia! Ticket giveaways!
Passes for sale!
Casa Film Bar
Wednesday, April 3
7 to 8 pm

The Screening Room

7pm
Wheels
Paul Starkman, USA, 2018, 80 min.

Wheels is a coming of age story
about Max, a 19 year old from
Brooklyn who wants to become
a DJ. As sole provider for his sick
grandmother, Max has dropped
out of high school and works
at a supermarket to make ends
meet. When Max’s brother Terry
returns home after three years
in prison, Max must reconcile
their relationship and finds
himself at a crossroads between
family obligation, the streets, and
pursuing his dream.
preceded by

Cry of the Loon

Thursday, April 11

8:45 pm ARIZONA SHORTS
All These Little Things Otro Lado
Josh Kasselman, USA, 2018, 12 min

Rob Walker, USA, 2018, 13 min

Young Alice is left in the care
of a reclusive neighbor for the
morning, as her parents lock
horns over their crumbling
marriage.

In Spanish with English subtitles

Dead Languages

The Last Steps

Nickolas Duarte, USA, 2019, 8 min
Two friends on an otherworldly
beach examine the notions
of revenge, failure and the
inevitability of time and death.

Mark of the Banshee
Nicol Eilers, USA, 2018, 13 min

A single mother discovers that
her immigration to America hasn’t
Set in the lake country of
stopped the familial curse of the
Northern Minnesota, Cry of the
family Banshee from finding her
Loon is an elegy to the filmmaker’s and stealing her child away.
grandfather, a lyrical meditation
on life, death, and the beauty of
the natural world.
Kai Carlson-Wee, USA, 2018, 4 min
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A young Mexican man risks it all
to reach the other side of the
border and fulfill his dream of a
better life.

Mazdak Movahedi & Haley
Movahedi, USA, 2018, 3 min
Driving through Tucson, it’s hard
not to see them, not to think of
them, and not to remember them.
This is the story of the last steps.

Sin Vergüenza
(Without Shame)

David E. Valdez, USA, 2019, 13 min
In Spanish with English subtitles
An illegal immigrant, making his way
back to his family, and a wounded
Mexican drug runner, hoping to get
back to Mexico, cross paths in the
hot Arizona desert.

Friday, April 12

The Screening Room

6pm GLOBAL SHORTS
From the Front Line

Nightmare of Gaza

Elias Matar, Lebanon, 2019, 30 min

Farah Nabulsi, Jordan, 2018, 13 min

In Arabic with English subtitles

This haunting, abstract and
experimental narrative depicts
a woman in the streets of Gaza
surrounded by the devastation
after the bombs have stopped.

Three slices-of-life stories portray
Syrian refugees living in the Beqaa
Valley in Lebanon. Written and
performed by the Young Syrian
Filmmakers.

Mosul 980
Ali Mohammed Saeed, Jordan,
2019, 10 min
In Arabic with English subtitles
A young kidnapped Yazidi girl
disguised in an ISIS uniform tries
to escape from her captors. She
finds no way to break free, until
she finds a military vehicle wired to
explode.

Under the
Walnut Tree
Leah Bedrosian Peterson, USA,
2018, 6 min
In Armenian with English subtitles
A young boy is displaced during
the massacre of his people.
Wandering alone for days, he finds
his mother singing to a lifeless
body.

Follow The Fest • filmfestivalarizona.com
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7:30pm
Collisions
Richard Levien, USA, 2019, 82 min
In English and Spanish with
English subtitles
Twelve-year-old Itana’s promising
life in San Francisco is turned
upside down when she and her
younger brother come home from
school to find their apartment
ransacked and their mother
taken away by immigration police.
Suddenly, Itana must rely on her
estranged uncle, a big rig truck
driver, whom she manipulates
into driving them across the
country to search for her mother
and stop her deportation.
CONNECT WITH FILMMAKERS

Indie Films Matter …
Come participate in lively
discussions with visiting
filmmakers at The Screening
Room on Saturdays April 13
and April 20 at 11am.
Free admission

Friday, April 12

The Screening Room

9:30pm ANIMATION SHORTS
Anacronte

Fuse

The Blues Crab

Raúl Koler & Emiliano Sette,
Argentina, 2018, 15 min

Shadi Adib, Germany, 2018, 7 min

Ari Rubenstein, USA, 2018, 14 min

A mousetrap snaps shut, a
market place awakens, and a
group of men heatedly discuss
how to kill the animal in the
little box.

An old gnarled crab tells his story
of loss and sorrow, hoping to save
a couple of young crabs from the
life of blues he’s led.

This dystopian saga tells the
story of lost and broken souls
and their struggle to survive from
Anacronte and the Sorcerers of
Evil.

Closed Circuit
Lauren Morrison, USA, 2019,
6 min
A robot cares for a ship full
of sleeping passengers on an
interstellar voyage, and one day
it discovers it is not alone.

Filumena
Joe Garber, USA, 2018, 8 min

My Moon

The Cage of Sand
Edward Rankus, USA, 2018, 11 min

Eusong Lee, USA, 2018, 9 min
A romance between three
celestial bodies: Earth, Moon,
and Sun.

Starvation
Zahra Rostampour, Iran, 2018, 7 min
A hungry wolf falls into the
stereotypes about being the big
bad wolf of the story.

A portal mysteriously opens. Will
Filumena be prepared for the
danger that lies within?
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If asked to say what this work
is about in one word, the
answer—which is woven into the
soundtrack—would be a Joycean
one: it’s a “collideorscape.”

The Mariachi and
The Rattlesnake Witch
Matt Koski, USA, 2019, 5 min
A lone mariachi commits
atrocities while under the
influence of supernatural forces.

Saturday, April 13

The Screening Room

12:30pm

2pm

4:30pm

Blenio, Utah

Quail Lake

Shaman Road

Patrick Botticchio & Alberto
Bernad, Switzerland, 2018, 57 min

Roman Wyden, USA, 2019, 89 min

Choi Sang-jin, South Korea,
2018, 105 min

In Italian with English subtitles

Brittany, a young backpacker
looking to escape her life, and
Laurent, a French man trying to
erase his past, unavoidably share
a cabin for a weekend; despite
the fact that neither of them
wants the other around. What
starts as a hostile relationship,
blossoms into one of deep understanding and sympathy. It’s only
through this shared connection
that both overcome their own
inner demons and start fresh in a
world that doesn’t seem to care.

Every summer for 100 years,
history has repeated itself in the
Bonneville Salt Flats of Utah, as
drivers from around the world
gather to race in cars and on
motorcycles in hopes of breaking
world speed records. In 2017,
a young butcher from Olivone,
a small town in Switzerland,
joined the throng of hundreds
of competing drivers. Tiziano,
with the support of the Swiss
Blenio Valley Team, attempted
to win the coveted title on his
motorbike. Will he succeed?

In English with French subtitles

preceded by

preceded by

Desert Prayer

Wolf Spirit

Courtney Hope Thérond,
USA, 2018, 13 min

Julia Huffman, USA, 2018, 10 min

Cora is trying to breathe new life
into her mother’s old bookstore,
but when time begins to run out,
she turns to magic

Celebrate with people who
admire and understand the role
of the wolf in the American
landscape.
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In Korean and French with
English subtitles
A story of spirituality and
friendship between French
shaman, Colette, and Korean
shaman, Sung-mi, who meet at an
International Shamanism Festival.
Each has suffered visions from
deities that they perceived as
divine punishments until they
realize that their special abilities
could be something meaningful:
gifts given from God to comfort
and soothe the pain of others.
This realization leads them to
accept their roles as shamans and
begin their spiritual journeys.
preceded by

Breakaway
Wang Yao, China, 2019, 7 min
In Chinese with English subtitles
Young adults are encouraged to
handle difficult mental challenges.

The Screening Room

7pm
To Hell and Gone
Kyle Moore, USA, 2018, 82 min
Eden has worked her ranch in
Klondyke, Arizona for years, but
today is going to be different.
Four deadly criminals in a
hijacked plane are heading
straight for her, and a crafty
drifter avoiding the law has
hidden in the back of her pickup.
When all these characters
converge on this ranch in the
middle of nowhere, the stakes
start to get pretty high.
preceded by

Contrato
Hiro Koda, USA, 2018, 17 min
Two government snipers are
assigned to a target on the
U.S/ Mexico border but, the
stakes are raised when a member
of their team is put at risk.

Saturday, April 13

9:30pm COMEDY SHORTS
American Marriage

Irish Ancestors

Giorgio Arcelli Fontana, USA,
2018, 15 min

Aleksandra Dimoska, Ireland,
2018, 5 min

Leonardo, an Italian immigrant,
marries Nikki, a Latina woman,
to obtain an American green
card. But “Uncle Sam” has the
last laugh.

Merv Nickleman, a poet, writer
and philosopher, is inspired to
write the poem Irish Ancestors
about his complex, eclectic
and charismatic character and
background.

Going Up
Forman Howes, Canada, 2019,
12 min

Notes from Melanie
Chris Stuckmann, USA, 2019, 19 min

The over-talkative and anxious
Finn joins a hitman on a ride
to the sixth floor in the world’s
slowest elevator.

A screenwriter known for rip-off
“mockbusters” asks his successful
former colleague for feedback on
his first serious script.

Healing Old Wounds

The Drone

Dan O’Brien & Matty Austin,
USA, 2018, 5 min

Wojciech Lorenc, USA, 2019, 14 min

A therapist with an unorthodox
practice sees clients no one else
will see, or can see. Humans
aren’t the only people who
need healing.
9

DJ, a small quadcopter, is simply
trying to fit in.

Sunday, April 14

The Screening Room

1pm SHORT DOCS
Baba’s Next Chapter

Post-Election Works

Jamie C.X. Wang, USA, 2018, 9 min

Kate Haug, USA, 2019, 17 min

A student filmmaker decides to
bring a story from her father’s
novel to life, in an attempt to
encourage him to not abandon his
one last creative passion.

An artist recounts her shifting
voice and identity during the
protest ephemera after the 2016
U.S. Presidential election.

Carlotta’s Face
Valentin Riedl & Frédéric Schuld,
Germany, 2018, 5 min
In German with English subtitles
As a child, Carlotta didn’t
recognize her own face. Art
offered her a way to finally
recognize herself.

Making Soppressata
with Dom and the Guys
Tony Buba, USA, 2019, 15 min
Dom Martello and his family
continue the 100 year old family
tradition of making soppressata.

Reaching for the Andes
Neal Barenblat & Trenton Pasic,
USA, 2018, 27 min
Tyler has been climbing for more
than half of his life, and he’s only
fourteen years old. Now Tyler
wants to climb Artesonraju, a
20,000 ft. peak in the Andes.

Shelter Me
Zach Lawson, USA, 2019, 19 min
The only hope for a million stray
cats and dogs in Texas may be
one woman...and her camera.
Photographer Nanette Martin
returns to her hometown of
Houston to battle the city’s stray
animal crisis.
10

3pm
Right to Harm
Matt Wechsler & Annie Speicher,
USA, 2019, 81 min
An exposé on the public health
impact of factory farming across
the United States told through
the eyes of residents in five rural
communities. The filmmakers
skillfully weave together stories
of farmers, mothers, scientists
and politicians from the American
Southwest to the Eastern Shore,
each sharing how their lives
were forever changed by factory
farming. Fed up with the lack of
regulation, these disenfranchised
citizens band together to demand
justice.

Panel discussion
Who pays the real price for
our food? Right to Harm cast
members from Tonopah,
Arizona will discuss what it’s like
living next to 4 million egg laying
chickens. Participants include
Dan Mack, Sonia Lopez, Dan
Blackson and Matt Wechsler.

The Screening Room

Sunday, April 14

6pm
Apple Seed
Michael Worth, USA, 2019, 119 min
On a cross-country road trip to rob his
hometown bank, Prince Mccoy (Michael
Worth) finds himself having to rely on the
help of an ex-convict hitchhiker named
Carl Robbins (Rance Howard). Along the
way, people they meet and friendships
they build begin to help heal the ghosts
of their pasts. Yet they’ll both have one
final crossroad to face in the small town
of Apple Seed. This film features the last
performance by Rance Howard.

A Tribute to Rance Howard
“Dad’s last and career best movie role in the beautiful Apple Seed
(directed by Michael Worth) was extraordinary” – Ron Howard.
Rance Howard was born in 1928 in Duncan, Oklahoma and took to the
acting bug early. By the late 40s, he was acting in New York City and
touring with Henry Fonda in the play “Mister Roberts.” His eldest son,
future director Ron, would land a role in the 1956 film Frontier Woman
and as such, would be the elder Rance’s feature film debut as well.
Along with the youngest member of the Howard clan Clint, the family
would begin a long and enduring career, each in their own right.
From staple shows such as Gunsmoke and Bonanza to memorable
roles in films such as Cool Hand Luke, Chinatown, A Beautiful Mind,
Ed Wood and Nebraska, Rance would continue to string together a
most impressive resume. Rance would work with Apple Seed actor/
director Michael Worth for the first time when they shot Ghost Rock
at Old Tucson .
The Arizona International Film Festival is honored to premiere
Apple Seed and pay tribute to Rance Howard.
11

The Screening Room

Monday, April 15

6pm
Six Days of Sistine
Richard J. Perry, United Kingdom,
2019, 84 min
Through a chance encounter
Jean-Baptiste and Sistine meet
and, although they do not speak
a common language, develop a
fondness for each other in this
modernistic romance. As they
venture through the vibrancy
of the Brick Lane markets of
London and lovely streets of
Bath, they find themselves
growing closer together while
longing and searching for clarity
and meaning in their lives.

8pm GLOBAL SHORTS
Difficult People

Le Canard (The Duck)

Sohil Vaidya, India, 2018, 19 min
In Hindi with English subtitles

Alex Ko, France, 2019, 11 min

An aspiring graffiti artist clashes
with his stubborn father as he
struggles to find his creative space.

Empty Skies

Julia cooks one of her mother’s
favorite recipes, Duck à l’Orange,
for three very different dates in
an attempt to fulfill the loss she
is about the feel.

Wenting Deng Fisher & Luke
Fisher, USA, 2018, 19 min

The Bullcalf

preceded by

In Chinese with English subtitles
A boy and his new friend hunt
for the village’s last sparrow
for a reward to save his sick
grandmother.

First Disco

Goyave

Helen O’Reilly, Ireland, 2019,
19 min
It’s 1983 and Kelly not only has
her first crush, she’s going to
her first disco. There’s only one
problem: she’s getting train
tracks!!

Bépé Nènèb & Christophe
Agelan, Martinique, 2018, 27 min
In French and Creole with
English subtitles
During a general strike on the island of Martinique, a 40-year-old
béké (a European white descendant of colonists) tries to find his
place in today’s society.
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In French with English subtitles

Owen Neve, United Kingdom,
2018, 25 min
On the hottest day of the year,
with the harvest almost in, a
farmhouse is full with mourners
in black. The tension is as thick as
the heat while a young pregnant
girl hides a terrible secret.

Stories on the screen,
filmmakers out on Congress
festival of films.

The Screening Room

Tuesday, April 16

6pm DOUBLE DOC FEATURE
25 Texans in the Land
of Lincoln

Children of Bal
Ashram

Ellen Brodsky, USA, 2019, 33 min

Len Morris, USA, 2018, 64 min

25 history students, mostly
Mexican-American, drive
from the Alamo in Texas to a
Springfield, Illinois museum,
asking to repatriate General
Santa Anna’s prosthetic leg,
and to honor Abraham Lincoln
with a Day of the Dead altar.
Humor, humility, and animated
history lessons raise questions of
identity, borders, museum ethics,
and collective memory. Learn
about this unusual trophy from
the Mexican-American War, the
war Mexicans never forget and
Americans hardly remember.

In Hindi with English subtitles
At Bal Ashram, a refuge in
Rajasthan, India, Nobel Peace
Prize winner Kailash Satyarthi
and his wife Sumedha provide
a home, family and education
for children rescued from slave
labor. As the boys play, grow and
learn, their education is more
than simply academic: They
learn their rights and they learn
to assert their humanity. From
slaves to shock troops in the war
against child labor, the children
of Bal Ashram fight for their
peers still trapped in bonded
labor.

8:15pm
Dawning
Wei Xiong, China, 2018, 100 min
In Chinese in English subtitles
A heart-wrenching story of a
child searching for asylum in
China in 1941 after an attack by
Japan leaves his city in ruins.
Jun’s dying mother tells him
to go to a familiar sanctuary
to wait for his father to come
for him, but soon, the teachers
and children there begin dying
from an epidemic. Somehow,
Jun must find the courage and
determination to persevere.

Out on Congress Street
follow the screening brick road.
Film Festival time.
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ONLY

THE BEST

MANAGEMENT
MAKES THE CUT
Celebrating 20 Years of
MEB Management Services
Supporting the Silver Screen.

ARIZONA | NEW MEXICO | TEXAS
520.618.3811 | 120 E. Congress St, Tucson, AZ 85701 | www.mebapts.com

The Screening Room

Wednesday, April 17

6pm

8pm

Mine 9

RocKabul

Eddie Mensore, USA, 2019, 84 min

Travis Beard, Australia, 2018, 90 min

Mining country in Appalachia has been declared the
“Devil’s Playground”. Ever growing safety concerns
at the mine concern Zeke, the Section Leader, who
struggles with weighing the safety of his close-knit
group of men against their need to earn a steady
wage in an economically depressed region. When a
methane explosion rips through the mine, the men
are forced to rely on their brains, brawn and faulty
oxygen tanks while they fight for survival.

RocKabul is a coming of age documentary about
youth, freedom of expression, and the strength
of the human spirit. As Afghanistan’s first and
only metal band, District Unknown, performed to
disenchanted Afghan youth, the expat community
and eventually the outside world. By challenging
the traditional Islamic republic, District Unknown
put themselves and their fans in the firing line, and
their story shows a side of Afghan life rarely shown
in Western media.

preceded by

Gun Shop

Words Matter …

Patrick Smith, USA, 2019, 2 min.

Live poetry performances will abound
throughout the Festival, including Logan
Phillips, one of Tucson’s foremost poets/
performance artists, signed on for Opening
Night at Hotel Congress and Kai Carlson-Wee,
an award-winning poet from San Francisco.

There are currently 393 million firearms in the
United States. This film shows 2328 of them.

Poems and haikus by Nina Welch.
Poetry is featured wherever you
see this symbol.
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Thursday, April 18

The Screening Room

6pm

7:30pm

Almost Ghosts

Rag Doll

Ana Ramón Rubio, Spain, 2018, 70 min

Bailey Kobe, USA, 2019, 103 min

In English with Spanish subtitles

Nora is that selfless girl: the one who works
overtime, helps out her family, and leaves little for
herself. With her one free hour a day, she takes out
life’s hardships at the local mixed martial arts gym,
where she can lose herself, if just for that hour. But
what will happen when the strength, control and
confidence in solving problems she gains at the
gym spills outside into the real world?

Almost Ghosts is a documentary film shot on
legendary Route 66 starring three men who
fought to maintain its essence when highways and
interstate roads began to displace the old Mother
Road. Harley, a music programmer from Erick,
Oklahoma; Angel, the last barber in Seligman,
Arizona; and Lowell, who rebuilt his old ghost
town of Red Oak Missouri present three stories of
difficulties and perseverance along the most iconic
highway in America.

A FESTIVAL OF INDIES

preceded by

Every year in April,
on Congress Street,

Little Ghost Girl

enter through the Screening Room
doors under a neon marquee,

Adriane Little, USA, 2018, 4 min

get your mimosa and popcorn
in the circular brick lobby,

Karen McCadden’s poem translates the brief and
lyrical exchanges between loss and that which
haunts us.

indulge in original stories
as they light up the screen,
cutting to the heart of adversity
and obscure endings,
mingle with fierce filmmakers
at the Q & A,
and seek out bourbon brickle ice cream
down the street at the Hub.
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Friday, April 19

The Screening Room

6pm

7:30pm

On the Tip of the Tongue

My Summer as a Goth

Vincent Bonnay, France, 2018, 52 min

Tara Johnson-Medinger, USA, 2019, 100 min

In English and French with English subtitles

My Summer as a Goth is a quirky coming-ofage story about the sometimes painful, often
entertaining search for identity and love in
adolescence. When 16-year-old, Joey is sent to stay
with her eccentric grandparents, she promptly falls
for Victor, the beguiling Goth boy next door and
is befriended by him and his merry band of misfits
in black. Joey’s experiences and transformation
will resonate with those who survived the social
alienation of adolescence and that first summer
heartbreak.

“AwA’ahdah”, “iishuh”, “ilah qe’xleh” ... Forgotten
words from the Eyak language and people of
Alaska, where in 2008 the language “died” when
the last speaker, Marie Smith Jones, passed
away. Before her death, Marie had had a dream
that someone would come from far away to help
her people. Two years later, Guillaume Leduey,
a 21-year-old Frenchman, set foot in Alaska, on
the lands of the people whose language he had
learned by himself, alone, in France.
preceded by

Totalité
Laurie Little & Justin T. Jones, USA, 2019, 14 min
In English and French with English subtitles
From his darkroom and streets of Lyon, France
to the Illinois country side, photographer Richard
Bellia chases the 2017 eclipse with daughter
Valentine. This short film reflects on the creation
of images and the passion that drives their making.
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photo can’t be cropped!

9:45pm DRAMATIC SHORTS
Evie
Mike Peebler, USA, 2019, 11 min
Facing either the wrath of her
parents or a forced marriage to
a man more than twice her age,
fifteen year old Evie makes an
impossible choice.

I’m Sorry

Meeting Across
the Hills
Andrew Pilot, USA, 2019, 16 min
A small time criminal employs the
help of his close friend to get him
out of a bind.

Patrick

Marcellus Cox, USA, 2019, 15 min

Yuanhao Du & Wendi Sun, USA,
2019, 30 min

A man spends his last free
day before heading to prison
apologizing to everyone near and
dear to him for betraying their
trust in him.

When the clone of a deceased
teenager is returned to his single
mother, he struggles to define
himself.

Manhood
Rodney Stringfellow, USA, 2019,
11 min
On her tenth birthday, Olivia
nervously waits for her father to
arrive, fearing he will punch her
in the nose - a ritual he’s done to
each of her older brothers when
they turned ten.

Running Shadow

Image credit: ©️Bill Owens, from Suburbia, 1972

ETHERTON GALLERY
DOWNTOWN
One of the Southwest’s premier
galleries just a hop, skip, and
a jump from The Screening
Room (two blocks south)
CURRENT EXHIBITION
Through April 20
AMERICAN STORIES
David Hum, David Graham,
Bill Owens

Carlos Rafael Betancourt, USA,
2018, 14 min

Pop-Up: Shannon Smith

In English and Lakota with
English subtitles

135 S. Sixth Avenue

A young Lakota woman dreams
of running competitively but with
broken shoes and no real track
to practice on, her chances seem
slim.

Tuesday thru Saturday
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Gallery Hours: 11am - 5pm

www.ethertongallery.com

Saturday, April 20

The Screening Room

2pm

4pm

INDIEYOUTH SHORTS

Bei Bei

Eternal Paradise

Home

Rose Rosenblatt & Marion
Lipschutz, USA, 2018, 77 min

Walter Becker, Argentina, 2018,
78 min

This high-stakes legal drama
focuses on Bei Bei Shuai, a
depressed Chinese immigrant
put on trial for the murder of her
unborn child after attempting
suicide. The case captivates the
nation, and in particular, the state
of Indiana, where laws passed by
allies of VP Mike Pence have set
under-reported legal precedent
for women who terminate
their pregnancies, whether
intentionally or not. Bei Bei’s
story shines a chilling light on the
encroachment of women’s rights
and the confluence of religious
belief and medical practice.

In Spanish with English subtitles

12:30pm | free!

by Annabel Wang &
Joely Sosnovich-Raphael
Canada, 2019, 5 min

NicoTeen
by Ethan Lee
USA, 2019, 7 min

Pitchroom
by Persia Fardad-Finn
USA, 2018, 10 min

Slow Dance
by Nick Pollack
USA, 2018, 15 min

preceded by

The Key

Tightly Wound

by YiShu He
China, 2018, 10 min

Shelby Hadden, USA, 2018, 10 min

In Chinese with English subtitles

A woman recounts her experience with chronic pelvic pain.
20

As a boy, Pablo often listened
to his father talk about life after
death and the existence of a
parallel universe. Years later, when
Pablo’s girlfriend, Esperanza, is
in a coma fighting for her life,
Pablo spends his days searching
for blood donors and nights in
hospital corridors. A series of
events leads to his discovery
of a book based on his father’s
research, whose secrets intersect
with the couple’s fate.
preceded by

Girls Grow Up
Drawing Horses
Joanie Wind, USA, 2018, 7 min
A woman explores gender roles
and the life of her deceased
grandmother through horses and
other visual metaphors.

The Screening Room

7pm
Stoke
Phillips Payson & Zoe Eisenberg,
USA, 2018, 87 min

Saturday, April 20

9:30pm DRAMATIC SHORTS
7A

Sombra City

Zachary Russell, Canada, 2018,
10 min
Struggling with the sudden death A woman recording a video in
of her ﬁancé, Los Angeles litigator her apartment is interrupted by a
maintenance worker and forced
Jane (Caitlin Holcombe) makes
into a precarious situation.
a spontaneous trip to Hawaii
Island to visit an active volcano.
Upon arrival, she enlists the help
of two locals pretending to run
Lee Gwang-jin, South Korea,
an adventure tour company, and
2018, 10 min
the trio embark on a cross-island
road trip as weird and wild as
In Korean with English subtitles
Hawaii itself.
A young woman is concerned
about being stuck on a bus bepreceded by
tween stops. Is the man next to
her a killer?

Bus

Last Taxi Dance

Brayden Yoder, USA, 2018, 18 min

Cycle

In a ballroom called Paradise, in
the aftermath of World War II,
a proud Hawaiian singer dances
with a returned U.S. soldier
and debates the dignity of the
American dream.

Christopher Romano, USA, 2018,
15 min
A single mother and recovering
drug addict is given the chance to
use heroin again, after being clean
for 8 months.
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Elias Plagianos, USA, 2019, 10 min
In the year 2037, a corporate
assassin revisits a city lost in time
and the love he left behind.

The Widow
Brendan Young, Australia, 2018,
29 min
In English and Italian with
English subtitles
A migrant Sicilian woman fights for
her life when the local Calabrian
mafia try to seize control of the
family produce business.

Treasure
Lucas Sachs, New Zealand, 2018,
18 min
With a mysterious object in tow,
two thieves head into the backwoods to meet their buyer, where
they soon find they are out of
their element amongst the bush...

Sunday, April 21

The Screening Room

12:30pm GLOBAL SHORTS

2:15pm
Internment

Elsewhere

Shells

Andy Berriman, United Kingdom,
2019, 19 min

Zhijun Tang, China, 2018, 14 min

In Albanian with English subtitles

In Chinese with English subtitles

Set in 1983 Albania during
communist rule, the Kulla family
struggle as they are forced
by government agents into
internment. For Artur the family’s
son, things get more complicated
as his love, Frida, is coerced
into an engagement with a cruel
high ranking operative. Brutal,
inexplicable circumstances arise
as Artur continues to pursue
Frida and a newly repatriated
friend attempts to help them.

Foreign
Mark Pinkosh, United Kingdom,
2019, 27 min

Objet
Jaehoon Jeong, South Korea,
2019, 17 min
In Korean with English subtitles
To overcome her artist block, a
student has to find the sculpture
that she made as a child.

To Heaven, To Gather
Li-Yue Chang, Taiwan, 2018, 24 min
In Mandarin with English subtitles
A three-year-old orphan locks
herself in her little world with
her goat, isolating herself and
refusing to communicate with the
outside world.

123456

A stand-up comedienne navigates
the streets of London’s Soho, a
first date, a secret struggle and
the challenge of being a single
thirty something lesbian.

Based on a classic Chinese story,
the solitary existence of Xiao
Duan is radically altered when
a woman suddenly emerges
claiming to be his wife.

n

io
Ticket Informat

123456

A young woman trying to escape
her past mistakes has a chance
encounter with a divorced father
trying to reconnect with his
estranged daughter.

Kast Hasa, Albania, 2019, 106 min

Single Admission Tickets
Festival films shine
on the bright Screening Room screen
on Congress downtown.
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$8 single admission for
ALL screenings
$6 single admission for seniors,
military and students (with ID)

Sunday, April 21

The Loft Cinema

The Screening Room

2:30pm

4:30pm

The Meaning of Vanlife

Tiempo De Lluvia (In Times of Rain)

Jim Lounsbury, Australia, 2019, 88 min

Itandehui Jansen, Mexico, 2018, 89 min

The Meaning of Vanlife is an adventurous and
revealing look into the Vanlife culture and
community through the eyes of nomads who
have chosen to live a life of freedom on the
road. This documentary explores a growing
movement that exemplifies a deeper societal
trend towards minimalism and authentic
community building.

In Spanish and Mixtec with English subtitles
Soledad is a matriarch and traditional healer
whose daughter Adele left their rural village to
work in Mexico City, some years ago, leaving
behind her infant son, Jose. Soledad, who has
instilled a love of culture and land in her grandson,
fears an uncertain future for him when she
receives an unexpected call that her daughter
is getting married and intends for Jose to join
them in the city. This powerful story lays bare
the economic migration between rural and urban
Mexico.
preceded by

Find Your Films

Requiescat

Browse festival films by category
or themes and find the films
that interest you the most.

Summer-Joy Main-Muñoz, USA, 2018, 19 min
In this Western set on the rural coast of California
in the 1920s, a teenager struggles to come of age
in a racialized society.

filmfestivalarizona.com

Trailers, film
descriptions and more!
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The Screening Room

7pm CLOSING NIGHT FILM
Moananuiākea: One Ocean. One People. One Canoe.
Nā‘ālehu Anthony, USA, 2018, 150 min
This documentary celebrates the historic Worldwide Voyage that
connected countless individuals and communities from around
the globe. In 1976, a voyaging canoe sparked a cultural revival
that quickly spread throughout Polynesia, breathing life into
ancient myths and legends. More than four decades later, Hōkūle‘a
continues to inspire a new generation of navigators and voyagers
to gather their courage and sail beyond the horizon of the Pacific.

It is a humbling experience anytime we are allowed on the deck of Hōkūle‘a. The
experience of sailing in far away oceans and visiting these ports around the globe as both
a ﬁlmmaker and crewmember has changed my life. I am honored to have been part of the
team that documented the voyage and to help tell this chapter of Hōkūle‘a’s story.”
-- Nā‘ālehu Anthony, director of Moananuiākea
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ONLY
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MANAGEMENT
MAKES THE CUT
Celebrating 20 Years of
MEB Management Services
Supporting the Silver Screen.

TULLER TROPHY
AND AWARDS
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DECOJET
desi gn

OLD PUEBLO POEMS
a
take

haiku hike

20 haiku were
chosen by
tucson's poet
laureate and are
on display in
planters along
congress and
stone thru june 1

downtowntucson.org

